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JUNE 6, 2021 Second Sunday After Pentecost 10:00 A.M. 

*Please rise as you are able, in body or in spirit 
Bold print indicates a unison reading 

 
PRELUDE:  Jesus Loves Me Bradbury-Debussy/Bock 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Michael Droege 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP Thomas Henry 

God has shown us what is good, and what then is required of us?  
To act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God.  

Jesus says: Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me and anyone 
who welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.  
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”  

Indigenous, African or European, Indian or Hispanic, Middle Eastern 
or Asian.  
It matters not to us, whether you are gay or straight, single, married 
or divorced.  
You are welcome here.  

We want this to be perfectly clear: All people are welcome here.  
Women, men, and children are welcome here.  
No one will be harassed or abused here.  
You can bring children to worship here. And even if they cry during 
the entire service, they are welcome here.  

All are welcome here.  

Even if others have judged and labeled you as irresponsible and 
wicked, you are welcome here.  

If you are a single parent, struggling to care for your children, or a 
parent who has not taken responsibility for your children,  
You are welcome here. All are welcome here;  

Let it be public knowledge that we take seriously God’s welcome, 
God’s invitation, to come, be forgiven, fed and renewed, in and by 
the waters of life.  
Welcome stranger, young, old, rich and poor 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE 

Let the thirsty ones come — anyone who wants to, let them come 
and drink the water of life. 

OPENING PRAYER  



*HYMN Be Thou My Vision (vs 1 & 4) 
 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light 

High King of heaven, my victory won 
May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's sun 

=Heart of my own heart, whatever befall 
Still be my vision, O ruler of all 

 
PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION  
 

When we have had power, we forgot why it is given to us. 

We have used our power to raise ourselves further up  
while the cries of the powerless go ignored. 

We have not used our gifts to speak truth to power in love,  
to lift up the voices of those beaten down. 

When we have been weak, we have let ourselves be told  
we are broken beyond repair, and forgot the promise  

that each of us is Your child, made in Your image. 

We have listened to the siren song of the world that says  
what we get is what we deserve. 

We have forgotten your grace. In this time of silent space,  
remind us of our truth. 

(Silence is kept) 

Lord Jesus, help us to love everyone the way you love everyone. 
Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
ONE: Peace be with you. 
ALL: And also with you. 
 

  



 
PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
                     Please respond with “Lord, hear our prayer.” 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day, our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 
SPECIAL               You Make Me Brave (Duet)                 Oceans 
 
*DOXOLOGY (#34)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise him all creatures here below 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen 

 
Our contemporary reading for today is from Barbara Brown 
Taylor in her book, An Altar in the World  

“What we have most in common is not religion but humanity. I 
learned this from my religion, which also teaches us that 
encountering another human being is as close to God as I may ever 
get — in the eye-to-eye thing, the person-to-person thing — which 
is where God’s Beloved has promised to show up. Paradoxically, the 
point is not to see him/her. The point is to see the person standing 
right in front of me, who has no substitute, who can never be 
replaced, whose heart holds things for which there is no language, 
whose life is an unsolved mystery. The moment I turn that person 
into a character in my own story, the encounter is over. I have 
stopped being a human being and have become a fiction writer 
instead.”  

~ Barbara Brown Taylor, An Altar in the World  



 

BIBLICAL TESTIMONY        Acts 8:26-40 

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the 

road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to 

Gaza.” So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian 

eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of 

the Candace (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This 

man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home 

was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the 

prophet. The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay 

near it.” 

Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading 

Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” 

Philip asked. 

“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So 

he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 

This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before 

its shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. In his 

humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his 

descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.” 

The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet 

talking about, himself or someone else?” Then Philip began 

with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news 

about Jesus. 

As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and 

the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the 

way of my being baptized?” And he gave orders to stop the 

chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the 

water and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the 

water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and 

the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way 

rejoicing. Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled 

about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached 

Caesarea.  



 

*GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, 

 and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. 
Amen, Amen. 

 
SERMON Do You Understand What You Are Reading? 

Rev. Alexis Fuller Wright 

Wilson welcomes Rev. Alexis Fuller-Wright to our pulpit as we 
begin LGBTQ Pride month. Rev. Fuller-Wright is moving from 
her call in New Jersey to serve the United Church of Christ in 
Maine as the Associate Conference Minister. We are blessed to 
have her with us on her last Sunday in New Jersey! 

 

 
ANTHEM Children Will Listen Into the Woods 

Psalmist, Heather Day 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE Joyful Joyful We Adore Thee Beethoven/Purifoy 
 

  



 
We give thanks… 

…for the flowers lovingly provided by Lorenzo DeAndrea and  
Michelle Marigliano in honor of the LGBTQ+ community as we 

celebrate the beginning of Pride Month  
 

 
How to Support the Work of Wilson Memorial Church 

In Service:  You are invited to place your offering in the offering 
plate at the back of the Sanctuary. 

By Mail:  Gifts can be sent to the office at:  
7 Valley Road, 

Watchung, NJ 07069 

Online:  Use our secure giving portal by clicking the “Giving” 
link on our website; www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org. 
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Church Announcements 

In Need of Pastoral Care?  You can reach Pastor Michael via 
phone or text at (908) 578-9432. Please keep in mind that Monday 
is his Sabbath day, but he can always be contacted in case of 
emergency. 

Pride Month:  June is Pride Month. In celebration we are using a 
work of art from LGBTQIA+ artist Jeremy Whitner. Whitner saw 
himself in the lonely search for God of the Ethiopian eunuch. 
Today we consider how we might, like Philip, make sure that no 
one feels alone in their search for meaning. 

Flower Ministry:  If you would like to honor a special someone, or 
occasion, please consider supplying flowers for a future service. 
Contact the office for assistance.  

Transportation Ministry:  If you or someone you know needs 
transportation to and from church, please call the church office by 
10:00am on Friday. We will assist you in arranging a ride. 

If you are willing to provide transportation, please contact the 
office at 908-755-5020 or email wilsonchurch@verizon.net 

 

Looking Ahead 

Baccalaureate Sunday:  We will celebrate our graduating 
students on June 13th. 

 


